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The crowd seemed to think that the mutineers were
close behind them. It was, perhaps, fortunate that
they were not, for in the confusion it was quite possible
that by a sudden assault they might have forced an
entrance. An attack on the fort, however, appeared to
be about the last thing they intended. Having pitched
their tents, they appeared in no hurry to strike them.
Instead of coming on to fight they remained where they
were to enjoy themselves. Their stay on the banks of
the Khara Nuddee promised to be as protracted as had
been their halt at the Churnbal.
The rebel army from Delhi conducted itself in a^
similar manner. They came down by several tremen-
dous marches, and approached Muttra much sooner than
any of us had thought possible, much sooner than the
Government would believe. The Seths quitted the city;
the police did the same. The inhabitants, left to them-
selves, went out in a body to meet the army. They
carried an offering of flowers and sweetmeats, and were
preceded by a troop of Brahmins singing hymns. On
reaching the mutineers they welcomed them as their
deliverers, and conducted them into the city with every
demonstration of delight.
The rebel army arrived very tired; in its own estima-
tion very triumphant. They encamped on the great
parade ground, and gave themselves up to amusement.
They gave out that they had left Delhi because they had
destroyed all the English there but a handful not worth
waiting for, and they said that as soon as they were a
little rested they should go and perform the same good
offices for us at Agra; and these assertions were gene-
rally credited, and, what was most surprising, even by
those who uttered them. The boastfulness of the old
Sepoy was something sublime.